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Dimensional Artist

Kaiser Suidan makes the ordinary worthy of conversation.
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By Susan Kehoe, Ph.D.

real working artist is a fascinating species.

Kaiser Suidan is one of those artists who

embody the characteristics of a true

Lst-century artist. His creativity is out-of-

the-box. In fact, he creates three-dimensional boxes
of all sorts for wall installations, as well as spheres
and artwork such as jacks. Yes, jacks, like those used
in a child’s street game.

I first saw his work at ArtPrize in Grand Rapids
this year. A crowd in DeVos Place was gathering
around his wall installation of multi-colored jacks,
some trying to buy them right off the wall. The jacks
in the installation were all the same size, but no two
were alike. They drew you into the display and envel-
oped you — each one different, complex and subtly
elegant. They are simple objects unworthy of atten-
tion until you peer at them and begin a conversation.
Thats what art should do.

Kaiser has installed many of his sculptures all over
the country in places such as the Cosmopolitan Hotel
in Las Vegas, the Westin Hotel at Detroit Metropoli-
tan Airport, the Baker Furniture showrooms on the
East and West coasts and many other commercial

venues and private homes.

Collectors find that his geometric sculptures
can be displayed in numerous ways besides wall
installations; these sculptures allow the collector to
experiment with placement. Imagine a grouping of
three jacks on a coffee table, possibly in different
sizes, patterns and colors. A single large jack sitting
on the floor becomes a sculpture that adds color and
depth to an otherwise dead space.

When asked about his popularity, he admits, “It’s
very unexpected. I like the freedom to do what I
want, not just what the market tells me to do”

Among prestigious events in the art world, he ex-
hibits yearly in the Architectural Digest Show in New
York City, the Cherry Creek Art Festival in Denver
and at SOFA (Sculpture Objects Function Art and
Design) at Navy Pier in Chicago. This year at SOFA
he sponsored a group of artists from his Next Steps
Gallery to exhibit with him. “I want to help young
artists develop their careers,” he said. “I named my
studio ‘Next Step’ because everyone has his own next
step”
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“Simple Forms, Stunning Glazes”

Holiday Shop At
Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center
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Kaiser exhibits and curates work of excep-
tional students from the College for Creative
Studies (CCS) in his Next Step Gallery. Kaiser,
a 1993 CCS graduate, has started a scholarship
fund to give back to the school that provided
him with a full scholarship and nurtured his
dynamic career.

Kaiser lives and breathes art, literally. He
began working in a building that was once a
detail garage for cars in Ferndale, complete
with the I-beams that held a flashing sign with
blinking arrows. Over the years, he developed
the entire city block into his artistic realm by
combining his gallery and studio workspaces,
then linking them to his home through an
outdoor sculpture garden.

“I always wanted to live very close to my
work,” he says. “After I found my first studio
here, whenever another of these places be-
came available, I took it to expand. I've raised
ceilings for the gallery, built a work studio in
the old parking lot and put in a kitchen for
events — people have actually asked to rent
the gallery for weddings or parties.”

Walking into this 12,000-square-foot space,
it doesn't feel like an industrial area in the
middle of the city. It's a one-of-a kind experi-
ence, just like his artwork.

I asked this spirited, energetic and friendly
artist how he remained independent and suc-
cessful for 30 years. “If you want to know how
I ‘succeed’ as an artist,” he says, “it’s because I
don’t look at art as a ‘product. An artist creates
his own expression. When it resonates with

others it feels like you formed a bond and
shared a little beauty through your work” NS

Kaiser Suidan

Next Step Studio & Gallery
530 Hilton Road, Ferndale
Nextstepstudio.com
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